REVERE RIDES INTO THE FUTURE
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ICK SHAPPY, owner of several
East Coast nightclubs and Dick
Shappy Classic Cars in Rhode
Island, explained why he decided
to reconstruct a 1918 Revere
Duesenberg Racer:
“I’m not normal.”
Shappy came to own what was left of
the contents of the Logansport ReVere
plant’s inventory after it was auctioned
off, giving him a treasure trove of parts,
plans, original marketing materials
and even what is believed to be the only
surviving original owner’s manual for
America’s Incomparable Car.
“I had a complete chassis with an
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original Duesenberg walking-beam
engine that once belonged to Adolph
Monsen,” Shappy said. “I had done
some research to recreate the ReVere
raced in Indy 500 and came across
an original body. So we used that to
recreate the body panels.”
Shappy said that the vast majority
of ReVere bodies have been lost
to time. He’s fortunate enough to
also have a roadster body that was
removed from the chassis being used
for the recreation of the 1918 Revere
Duesenberg Racer.
Shappy has been restoring classic
cars and motorcycles for years. His
collection includes a 1911 Cameron
Roadster and 1917 Indian motorcycle.
He even purchased a 1911 Osgood
Bradley Trolley that later served as
the Veterans Square Diner in West
Warwick, Rhode Island for more
than 50 years until it was eventually
abandoned.
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Jay Leno and Dick Shappy pose in front of Leno’s newly restored 1947 American
LaFrance fire truck in his Burbank, California, facility in March 2003.
“I’ve been trying to save things all
my life,” Shappy said.
“Right now, I’m $200-$300
thousand dollars in on the ReVere
project. I’m about to pick up the car

from another shop and bring it back
here to complete. It’s probably 90%
done and should be finished in 2½
to 3 months,” Shappy said in a July
2017 interview.
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Shappy crossed paths with Jay Leno as well,
who has a 1922 Revere and once placed an ad
in a trade magazine looking for parts. That led
to a meeting at Leno’s California shop in 2003.
Shappy, like Leno, considers his work a
hobby.
“Sometimes I take money from one project
to complete another. The upside of all this is
that the dollar value is almost always higher
than the cost. But this is primarily a hobby. I
do work with museums sometimes to display
classic cars and motorcycles, but this is my
own work — I’m not really what you’d call a
classic car dealer.”
“It’s just s shame that so much of this history
has been thrown out over the years,” Shappy
continued. “Whenever I get a chance to save
some of it, it’s just a thrill.” R
Find information on Dick Shappy’s projects at
www.classiccars.ws
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